The Jr. and Sr. High Ministry is entering a new phase of its existence!


Students, when we invite you to come out on a Sunday night to “hang with us” what do you expect to find if you would show up?


Parents, as you consider waking up your children early enough to get to Sunday School what do you think that your children would get out of going?


Concord, how would you primarily describe the youth ministry at our church? As fun? Challenging? Disciple making? Weird? Equipping? Training? Boring? Intrusive? Helpful? Watered down? Too “churchy?” Excellent? Or would you have to say, “It exists – that much I am sure of.”


For the previous year Marian and Jason have found much to be praiseworthy about the the way Concord ministers to its youth. We have seen the youth serve. We have seen the youth laugh. We have seen the youth learning from the Bible. We have seen the youth reaching out to their friends. Good times have been had. Relationships have begun.


Yet – how would we define what we most want the Concord Youth Group to be about? How do we want to proceed into the next year? In what ways does our church want to be investing in our students? 

Teaching


Before sin entered the world Adam still needed to be instructed and taught by God. In our perfect state we were created to receive teaching! Fundamentally, we believe that humans need to sit under the authority of God's Word not only so we can learn and grow, but just to be fully human. Our little worlds that we construct need to be spoken into. The time in which we will devote most fully teaching is our Sunday School. For the next two months we will be tackling important topics (what is the gospel?) and other weird questions we've never thought to ask (Did God smile when/if Hitler enjoyed a sunset?). God's Word can truly impact the daily ins and outs of our lives! 

Fellowship


Before sin entered the world Adam still needed company. In our perfect state it was not good for us to be alone! We are not all called to “in a relationship” but every one of us is called to not be alone! Fundamentally, we believe that people matter and having a consistent space in which we can be ourselves while in community (without fear of being judged or ignored) is a matter of necessity. The time in which we will devote ourselves most fully to providing a place for fellowship is on every other Sunday night. We want to be a place where we can do things we wouldn't normally do (ask about some of our wackier games!) and we want to be a place where everyone is welcomed and glad to be there. You should totally invite your friends. 

Discipleship


When sin entered the world it fractured everything. Our understandings of our own identities, our relationships with each other, and our relationships with God are broken by sin. If anyone would consider themselves to be a Christian we fundamentally believe not only that God has declared that we have Christ's righteous standing, but also that God has promised to daily make us more like Christ (especially in our understandings ourselves and our relationships with others and with God). We also fundamentally believe that the gift that God gives to his people as one of the primary means to accomplish his promise is the church! We won't be able to mend these fractures on our own – we must grow while in community. The time in which we will devote most fully to Discipleship is the opposite Sunday nights from the fellowship evenings. Come to these nights to be challenged and encouraged.


As Concord Church realizes these three primary ways we can be ministering to our youth we realize that doing so must be the effort not of a few, but of all of us. To that end a Youth Ministry Volunteer Team is being assembled and together they will lead the congregation in being obedient to God's command for us to lead our youth well. 

The Month of April

Discipleship Focused Sunday Nights: 3rd, 17th

Fellowship Focused Sunday Nights: 10th, 24th. 


We are learning much as we go along. Do you have suggestions? Is 6pm-8pm on Sunday nights not the best time for us to meet? Where have we screwed up? What are we doing splendidly? 

Jason Knox

knox.r.jason@gmail.com
(610) 955-5438

